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Topic: Estabilshment of a Specialized Optometric
Department, a 4-year B. S. Program, in
a Medical Institute— A Concrete Way to Promote

Primary Vision Care in Taiwan

CHIA-Ku Lin, Dr. P. H.
ABSTRACT

The myopia incidence rate is extremly high in Taiwan, 3% for kindergarden, 27.5% for
elementary. 61.6% for junior high, 76.3% for high shcool, and 80-85% for college stu-
dents. Plus the far-sighted of the elder, it is estimated half of our population wear glas-
ses. But there are not too many glasses which are prescribed and arranged by a qualified
optometrist. Therefore, unfitness and eye suffering happen very often. This drawback
originates from the fact that we don’t have the adequate optometric training program in
our medical education system.

In a well organized medical society, vision care is carried out by three professionals, i.
e. ophthamologist, optometrist, and optician. An optometrist prescribes, fits, and sup-
plies eyeglasses and contact lenses. Beacuse of the primary vision care service, an
optometrist refers suspicious eye ailment patients to an ophthamologist. In the Northern
~ America, there are 18 institutes providing optometry study, whereas, non in Taiwan.
Solution for the above, the establishment of a 4-year B. S. degree optometric train-
~ ing program in a medical institute will be the earnest.

' Prospect for the future:
1. Once the first Optometric Dept. is established in Taipei Medical College, a lot of other
medical school will follow soon.
2. Gradually, our sciety will have more qualified optometrists to prescribe, fit glasses,

and conatact lenses and to provide the primary vision care service in public health .

3. Both providing inservice trainging for the less or un—qualified glasses shop personnels
and up—grading their quality can be expected.
- 4. Better eye care for the public in Taiwan can be ensured.

School of Public Health, Taipei Medical College.
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Specialists 1

Ophthalmologist. An ophthalmologist (oculist) is a doctor of medicine, who is licensed to practice ‘
all branches of medicine, and specializes in the examination of the eye and its related structures and in 1
the prevention, diagnosis, and medical and surgical treament of eye defects and diseases- An ophthal-
mologist also prescribes whatever medication and correction is required, including eyeglasses and
contact lenses.-

Education and training qualify an ophthamologist to relate findings observed in an examination of
the eye to those diseases in other parts and systems of the body, which may have an effect on the eye.
Almost every medical doctor of this type has passed American Board examinations and is qualified as
an expert in this field.

Optometrist. An optometrist has the education , training, and licensure necesssary to examine
eyes for abnormal visual problems not due to disease. Since an optometrist is not a physician, this
specialist cannot prescribe drugs, but can prescibe, fit, and supply eyeglasses and contact lenses.
During an optometric examination, if there is suspicion of a defect or disease requiring medical or
surgical treatment, the patient should be referred to an appropriate medical source for treatment.

Optician. An optician is a person who manufactures eyeglasses at the request of an ophthalmolo-
gist or an optometrist. Most states license opticians only after a period of training and require them to
follow standards for measuring frames and grinding lenses for eyeglasses. In addition , some opticians

fit contact lenses following the prescription of an opthalmologist or optomertist.

Bt— EMBARNHET 18 BT
AMERICAN OPTOMERIC ASSOCIATION COUNCIL ON OPTOMETRIC EDUCATION

Lise of Accredited or Conditionally Accredited Porfessional Optometric Degree Programs

August, 1988
University of Alabama at Birmingham Jay Enoch, 0. D., Ph. D., Acting Dean
School of Optometry/The Medical Cen-
ter Ferris State University
UAB Station College of Optometry
Birmingham, Alabama 35294 Big Rapids, Michigan 43307
Bradford W. Wild, 0. D. Ph. D., Dean Michael P. Keatting, Ph. D., Acting
Dean
University of California, Brerkeley ‘
School of Optometry University of Houston
Minor Hall College of Optomerty
Berkeley, California 94720 Houston, Texas 77204-6052
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. Merton C, Flom, 0. D, Ph. D., Dean

Illinois College of Optometry
3241 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, lllinois 60616
Boyed B. Banwell, O. D. President

Indiana University
School of Optometry
800 East Atwater
Bloomington, Indiana 47405
Jack W. Bennett, O. D., Dean

Inter American University of Puerto Rico
~ School of Optometry

P. O. Box 1293

Hato Rey, Puerto Rico 00919

Arthur J. Afanador, O. D., Ph. D.,
V"‘ Dean

University of Missouri-St. Louis

~ School of Optometry

~ 8001 Natural Bridge Road

~ St. Louis, Missouri 63121

~ Jerry L. Christensen, 0.D., Ph.D.,
- Dean

University of Montreal

- School of Optomerty

Case Postale 6128, Succursale. “A”
'Montreal, P. Q., CanadaH3C3J7
‘Daniel Forthomme, O. D., Ph. D.,
Director

New England College of Optometry

24 Beacon Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02115
Sylvio L. Dupuis, O. D., President

Bastern State University

“0 lege of Optomery

lahlequah Oklahoma 74464

-esley Walls, 0. D., M. D., Dean

BIBER L

State University of New York
College of Optometry
100 East 24 th Street
New York, New York 10010
Alden N. Haffner, 0.D., Ph.D., Acting
President

The Ohio Slate University
College of Optometry
338 West Tenth Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43210
Richard M. Hill, O. D., Ph. D., Dean

Pacific University

College of Optometry

2043 College Way

Forest Grove, Oregon 97116

Willard B. Bleything, O. D., M. S.,
Dean

Pennsylvania College of Optometry
1200 West Godfrey
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19141
Melvin Wolfberg, O. D., President

Southern California College of Optometry
2575 Yorba Linda Blvd.
Fullerton, California 32631
Richard L. Hopping O. D., D. O. S.,
President

Southern College of Optometry
1245 Madison Avenue
Memphis. Tennessee 38104
William E. Cochran, O. D., President

University of Waterloo
School of Optometry
Faculty of Science
Waterloo, Ontario, CanadaN2L 3G 1
Jacob G. Sivak, 0. D., Ph. D.,

Associate Dean of Science for
Optometry
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