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* Hans Christian Anderson: "The Little Match Girl,"The Emperor's New Clothes" and "The Ugly Duckling"

> Ernest Hemingway: "Old Man at the Bridge," "A Clean, Well-Lighted Place" and
"The Killer"

* James Joyce : "Araby" and "Eveline" from The Dubliners
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Intimacy and Independence: Why were so different

It is quite a shock when men and women answer certain things about their life. Men and
women usually have very different reasons for what they do, but one thing is for certain, men and
women react to decision making differently. Deborah Tannen explains the differences between
male and female rational. Also, a popular TV series "Sex and the City" also focuses on men
and women train of thought. Men and women are clearly different, not just in the physiology,
but also in how their brain functions. Men and women use different parts of their brain when
it comes to problem solving, so it is no surprise that when it comes to communication, the two
will have their differences. So the more complex issues like intimacy and independence will
also be very different in men and women. "Sex and the City" focuses on how intimacy for both
sexes varies greatly as well as independence. Tannen gives numerous examples of how men and
women vary in their problem solving and relationship issues. I will attempt to show that men
and women do have their differences, but the end result is that they both complete the same task

Jjust as well; though sometimes a bit bizarre.

What is intimacy? Why do men and women think differently about how we should go
about making our partners feel loved? In the novel, You just don't understand, Tannen cites many
examples why men and women have different views on intimacy. Tannen writes, "That evening
he informed Linda that they were going to have a houseguest, and that he and his chum would
go out together the first night to shoot the breeze like old times. Linda was upset. She was going
to be away on business the week before, and the Friday night when Josh would be out with is
chum would be her first night home."This is a classic example of why men and women react to
intimacy differently. From my personal experience I feel that men do in a way feel differently
about intimacy. For example, there are so many stories about men and women after they make
love, women tend to want to be held and cuddled, but men on the other hand want to be by

themselves and have a quite break.

Though it is hard to understand why men react to intimacy differently, women on the other
hand want love and respect. There is another example from Sex and the City, episode "Ex and
the City" where Carrie Bradshaw played by Sarah Jessica Parker thinks about her ex, Mr. Big,

played by Chris Noth. The two are now separated after two years together as a couple, but never
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made it as a married couple. There was no clear indication why Mr. Big no longer wanted to be
in the relationship, but only it was just too hard. So when Carrie calls Mr. Big to tell him she
wanted to be friends again and asked him out to lunch, he gladly accepts and the two go out to
lunch together. In the scene, Carrie dresses up in a very sexy dress; she was basically out there
to catch Mr. Big's heart again. Mr. Big was for some reason shy and for once did not seem like
his old self, he was showing some very interesting behaviors like clumsiness and stuttering. Was
it because he was surprised at Carrie's dress or was it the normal male tendency that "Men will
do anything for sex, even love. Women will do anything for love, even sex."So was it that Carrie
wanted him back or was it just all for friendship by wearing such a sexy dress?

Another question that comes into play is what each of them wanted to accomplish by
going out to lunch. Was Mr. Big thinking about those wonderful sex he use to have with Carrie
or was it intimacy that he had with her? Those questions pose a great deal of misunderstanding
between men and women. I think that Carrie though, single now, still wants some intimacy and
sometimes it was her independence that prevented her from getting married to Mr. Big. It could
be that Mr. Big wanted intimacy more than Carrie, and she was the one that he could not be
tamed.Independence is something that can be seen from the scene, each of the girls are not out
there looking for Mr. Right, rather they are looking for the same thing that men are looking for.
This sometimes could be a good one night stand, or sometimes someone to enjoy time with.
Those things can be inferred from the four ladies in the Sex and the City. Of course who can
forget the all time favorite of all men, the no strings attached. The ladies are always looking
for a one night stand, for example, when Samantha Jones, played by Kim Cattral walks out of
a building and Mr. Cocky played by John Enos, looks her up and down and then asks her out.
She and him go out on their date and that night they engage in sexual acts. Samantha is the type
that likes to have one night stands. Usually there is a lack of intimacy in her relationships; the
majority of her relationships are with random guys on the streets that she picks up. Carrie on the
other hand is very similar to Samantha in the way they want intimacy, only for sex and nothing
else. They tend to want independence in their relationships so the guys they tend to end up with
are shallow individuals who also want quick relationships with no strings attached.

There is another case in the Sex and the City where Charlotte York, played by Kristin
Davis wants an intimate and loving relationship. Every date that she goes on, she is thinking
about marriage. She wants to find someone that will be with her, in the film she asks out a guy
from her yoga class. But because she double booked that day, she had to leave the guy at 8:30
PM. She really liked the guy because he seemed to be intimate, loving and caring. But because
she had another date, she had to break her date short to go out with another guy that was leaving
town for a while. The first guy discovers that she had double booked that evening when he went
to deliver chicken soup to her apartment. The guy was instantly pissed off, and talked to the
other guy and they split the taxi cab as the two left Charlotte on the sidewalk. This is a classic
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tale of how she wanted intimacy so much she was going on two dates, but it back fired on her.
The guys on the other hand also wanted some form of intimacy but more in the form of a stable
nuclear family. So it is very difficult to say if females are more into intimacy than men, but the
majority of females still want intimacy more than dependency. Men on the other hand prefer
independence because they feel that they want to be in charge and having a female on the side
nagging or complaining would do them no good. They prefer to be left alone and being able to
decide what they want.

The reasoning of independence by Tannen goes pretty much like men would prefer not
to ask for permission because by doing so would make it seem that they were being controlled
by their spouses. But females prefer the idea of asking and deciding as a couple about things
they want to do or what they need to purchase. She cites an example where "To Josh, checking
with is wife means seeking permission, which implies that he is not independent, not free to act
on his own. It would make him feel like a child or an underling." Because men feel that they
have the right to decide what they want because they are men. There was a saying that goes "In
our culture, as in almost any culture, powerful expectations of how males and females should
exist. Until recently, in our culture, the male was expected to be aggressive and detached from
emotion, while the woman was expected to be nurturing and "in touch” with her emotions."So
this is probably something that men will never come to sense with, but some men will be more
than willing to discuss matters with their wives. This tends to be the hardest thing for men to do,
and that is being dependent about their lives. They feel that by discussing their problems they
are weak and no longer feel that they are men. Females feel that because they are two people
who will live their whole life with, that the two should share their personal feelings as well as
everyday things with their other half. Tannen reads "To Linda, checking with her husband has
nothing to do with permission. She assumes that spouse discusses their plans with each other
because their lives are intertwined, so the actions of one have consequence for the other."This
seems more logical because husbands and wives tend to share their whole lives together and as
a result, what happens to one, will happen to the other. The other example Tannen gives is when
"Louise and Howie, another couple, about spending money. Louise would never buy anything
costing more than a hundred dollars without discussing it with Howie, but he goes out and
buys what he wants and feels they can afford, like a table saw or a new power mower. Louise is
disturbed not because she disapproves of the purchase, but because she feels he is acting as if
she were not in the picture."This is also the problem that many couples have; I see it everyday
where parents fight over issues about purchasing items, or going out with friends. Men tend
to buy or do things without asking their wives and because of that, it results in the wife being
very upset. So it is not fair to say that all men are like that, but the majority are and this varies
from culture to culture. Some being more male dominated, some female dominated. Shanghai
is the example of the wife being the person in charge, and the male tends to be the female in

the relationship. It is common to see that "many women feel it is natural to consult with their
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partners at every turn, while many men automatically make more decisions without consulting
their partners."So independence is commonly seen with single men who live alone, but because
females regard their husbands as their other half, they will respect them and ask them for their
input.

One common mistaken knowledge is that men are always the ones that are independent,
but more and more females today live very independent lives. They want to have their own
choices in life and rarely if seldom ask their boyfriends if they can or cannot do something.
Cyberparents was very helpful in discussing some issues between what men and women feel
toward this issue and they write "Each sex has valid, but different, approaches to love, intimacy,
and sex. They do have different views of what it takes to be loved and respected. Men and
women both want to be loved. Men and women both want to be respected."So everyone wants
similar things in life, but men and women do differ and which is why the two need to work out
a plan and compromise in their relationships. This is because most relationships have result in
50 percent of married couples getting devoiced. So it is a consensus that "We need to understand
the opposite sex. But more than that, we need to understand ourselves."So it is not wrong to say
that females tend to focus on intimacy first and second independence, because the two are the
things that both sexes want. It is only which order they come into play. So is that why they say
opposite attract? Or is it just how men and women are different.

I would agree with Tannen that men and women different in their choices about intimacy
and independence. But understanding that males have always lived up to a certain expectation,
it is hard for them to change the thousands of years of civilization in the last few years. In recent
years, females have asked for equal rights and opportunities as men. So that is why Sex and the
City tends to be the film that brings into light the new social questions. So men and women have
their differences, but do they not complete each task just as well? Status is less and less the issue
as men and women are slowly becoming equals in their own house. But outside of their homes,
it is still dominated mainly by men in the work place getting better jobs and raises over females.
[ hope that men will slowly see that they can talk to their spouses about issues they have and
share their lives more openly. But men will always see things they feel are little things where
they should just take care of themselves without consulting with their wives. This is the common
issue that females hate about their husbands or boyfriends.
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In Lexus and the Olive Tree, Thomas Friedman argues that
TER—FH BRIE

A country without healthy olive trees will never feel rooted or secure enough to open up
fully to the world and reach out into it. But a country that is only olive trees, that is only
roots, and has no Lexus, will never go, or grow, very far. Keeping the two in balance is a
constant struggle. (42)

Friedman's point actually brings out more questions than he solves. One of the biggest
questions is, HOW? How is a country to keep "balanced" between the two? Elaborate
your answer with concrete examples to prove your agreement or disagreement with
Friedman's point.

Globalization has become one of the main current in the world, many countries are all
deeply influenced. Like was Mac Donald's, Microsoft, 7-11 and so on are already deeply rooted
in the life , and they are so pervasive that you can easily see them anywhere in the world. In
order to improve people's life, to pursue more progress as well; the globalization causes that we
assimilate into the same way gradually. Thanks to the technology, we lead a convenient life, it
narrows Earth's distance, therefore we have a link with this fantastic world; finally the world
becomes a global village. However, during globalization, if we ignore localization, we might
lose the inherent cultural characteristic in the end.

Once, a Korean academic Kim Young Oak said that: "In the globalization current,
maintains the "identity" is the basic problem to a local culture. To speak further, the
globalization is also the truly localization, localization is not one kind of " formation", but the
need of "identity to human"." I think globalization and localization are inseparable, so we can't
emphasize one thing at the expense of another. The Chinese olive tree symbolizes the root which
stabilizes our culture; people must have the identity toward their ethnic group. If the Chinese
olive tree is controlled by others, we will be manipulated regardless of in the economical
politics, or in thinking. When everybody struggles for money and better life, pursuing higher
quality of life, it's inevitable to face the external cultural invasion unceasingly.

Modern people should have diligence and positive attitude undoubtedly, but "the concern"
in everybody's heart can help the society to be progressive. Also we must often introspect
ourselves, paying concerns to the land, the disadvantaged minority. Be sure to look after the
environment well, including treasuring all cultural property we have, carrying forward their
value; so that they won't be eliminated by foreign culture. As soon as people have identity
toward the land, they can also preserve characteristic of our own country while people take
challenges from global economical market and high technology. In order to keep the balance,
using the arm of globalization to help vocalization is the best project. Supposing that a country
is absolutely guided by globalization , so that it loses the concern for locality, discarding the
identity to inherent culture; I think it must be in danger and pitiful !
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We can use the international exchange to convey various customs from different
places, and let the cultural characteristic unfold; let different languages be heard. Therefore,
globalization won't let us to forget our own culture.

After the unofficial leader conference of APEC in November 2005 , the congress issued
two statements. One of them is that different countries agreed to strengthen the cooperation
to guard together against the bird flu and continues to fight against terrorism. (Great era on
November 19 reported, Central News Agency on November 19, 2005) We understood that,
solving regional problem via international cooperation also represents the combination of
globalization and vocalization. Not only the aim for prosperity can be carried to the international
floor, people who suffered from disasters should be concerned as well. Respect each country,
show loving care for each nationality, also this is the indispensable rule we must follow under
globalization.

The creative producer of "The crouching tiger, hidden dragon" Li Shaowei indicated that :
"Only when the movie worker understands the operation and the process of the movie industry
clearly, could they have opportunity to use exclusive status and environment to develop new
ideas and make more opportunities." (Great era on January 25 reports) In recent years, we can
see several Chinese movies created successful box office, to adjust to Chinese culture tendency
around the world, and this is the best chance that Chinese movie can enter internationalization
from adverse circumstance. He also said the movie is not only an art but presentation of social
situation and local culture, also producing for the global village. Movie worker in Taiwan
can aim at "the Hollywood pattern" to the Chinese movie, to look into problem like movie
localization, movie-making operation, market investigate and so on. If we exert our potential on
shooting Taiwanese films in new ways, we can show native characteristic to foreigners through
the screen. Chinese movie must get rid of the adopted position, retrieving the main subject. I
think that could be realized some day.

Nowadays there are many enterprises doing glocalization, like Mac Donald's sells rice
Hamburg, 7/11 sells Taiwanese lunch; they sell the new product adjust to the native demand, this
is the implementation of localization. Because they understood the local culture such as habits
and customs; they understood how to be friendly, making more attractions. Keeping balance
between globalization and localization indeed receives populace's welcome, this not only
successfully causes more business opportunity, also realizes the humanities. To show loving
concern to own land in the globalization process, to retain the unique moral which the ancestor
came down; it's to say, to maintain the faith of self- localization.

In Tuesdays with Morrie, Mitch Albom tells the readers a short story about his
teacher, Morrie.

Itis 1979, a basketball game in the Brandeis gym. The team is doing well, and the student
section begins a chant, "We're number one! We're number one!" Morrie is sitting nearby. He
is puzzled by the cheer. At one point, in the midst of "We're number one!" he rises and yells,
"What's wrong with being number two?"
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The students look at him. They stop chanting. He sits down, smiling and triumphant. (159)

What's wrong with being number two? Why does everybody want to be number one
while there is only one place for the number one? Does Morrie discourage students from
competition or their attempts to attain achievement? What does Morrie actually mean?
Write down your interpretation of this story and your response to my questions.

The reason why Morrie wants to step down on second, has a big deal with his life. He was
suffered from ail. The bad fortune caused him lose the ability normal people should have. He
cannot neither run nor jump; he is unable to move freely, still less taking in competitions with
many adversaries.

For him, that he can survive and think is the biggest bliss. Because he is unable to demand
more creature comfort, he no longer yearned for the fame and wealth. Losing the life is equal to
lose all, he realizes to be present is most important. We can usually broaden our mind if we shed
our adherence. He no longer haggle over the losses and gains, since he knew in world there id no
forever perfect life.

Although you fell, you'd already made every effort; yvou have a clear conscience after
all. Morrie thinks that a person needn't to bear the pressure for absolutely achieving his goal,
because there are still many good things around which wait for us to experience. It's ok to lose
the first, you still have a chance for second.

If you are second, that reveals that you still have the space for progress. You may introspect
yourself from the defeat; understands your own shortcoming for improvement, and then next
time you work harder. Not being number one also makes oneself to be modest, and learn from
people who are outstanding than myself. Because you don't have to request the top one, even
if you fall, you won't be depressed very much. Morrie's words tell us that we must train up the
ability to overcome setback and be broad-minded for our destiny. Knowing how to deal with
failure rationally and how to avoid thinking much of gain and loss, both are more important than
what achievements we obtain in our life.

A person who has his own ambition is admired; but if he always sets very high standard
for himself, be bound to reach the goal, he must not allow himself to make any mistake, surely
baring the heavy pressure every now and then. Once he lose winning, it's hard to adapt himself
to the new conditions, to comeback in a short time. This kind of life is too hard for normal
people.

Therefore, as long as we live steadfastly, do our best, actually it doesn't matter what the
place in a competition we got. Because we'd taken courage to realize our dream and accepted
challenges to steel ourselves, so we'd already been our own masters. The number one is always
the only one, inevitably the rest must lose it; however, there are many kinds of possibilities in
one's life, the result depends on our attitude. Only if we attentively acts own role, even if we
aren't the first, similarly can we make a brilliant future.
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