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Abstract

Internet has become an important medium for health
consumers to search for medical health information.
Due to the limited knowledge of medical vocabulary,
consumers usually use short and general queries which
cannot reflect their information needs. To help
consumers search for cardiovascular disease information,
we adopt query term suggestion to assist consumers in

constructing more specific queries. The suggested terms

29

are automatically learned from a corpus consisting of
documents about cardiovascular diseases. Experimental
results showed that in the top 10 recommended terms,
about 76.7% are relevant to the original query term. It
shows that our system can provide rich relevant terms to

help users construct more accurate queries.

Keyword: Health information retrieval, Query term

suggestion, Query expansion, Machine learning
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